












10 English for Academic Study

Term Definition Example(s)

third-person 
pronoun

he/she/it (singular)

they (plural)

It is difficult.

They are from China.

uncountable noun a noun which is considered to be 
made up of a single mass; it cannot 
be used in the plural form.

information; research; money; food

verb shows a:

1. physical action

2. state of being

3. mental process

1. The students read the book.

2. The campus is attractive.

3. Johns (2006) believes that …

Note that the terms: 1 noun, 2 subject, 3 object and 4 complement are short form for: 1 noun 
phrase, 2 subject noun phrase, 3 object noun phrase and 4 complement noun phrase. Look at the 
sentences below.

a. The theatre is in the centre of London. 
‘The theatre’ is a noun, which is short for noun phrase. It is also the subject, which is short for 
subject noun phrase.

b. The lecture theatre is the largest room in the building. 
‘The lecture theatre’ is a noun (or noun phrase). It is also the subject (or subject noun phrase). 
‘The largest room in the building’ is the complement, short for complement noun phrase.

c. The lecturer marked all the essays. 
‘The lecturer’ is a noun (or noun phrase). It is also the subject (or subject noun phrase). ‘All the 
essays’ is an object, short for object noun phrase.
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